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berths for vessels in tidal waters, generally in proximity to
wharves.
Serious damage may be caused to a vessel by reason of an
uneven bed having been provided for it to rest upon when the
tide ebbs, and not only may the vessel be severely damaged but
heavy claims for demurrage may be made. Goods may be
dropped from a crane on to the bed of a berth and damage may
be caused to a vessel which settles on it when the tide recedes.
Such risks are often undertaken by marine insurers.
Where an indemnity is given, the quay, wharf or dock must
be inspected by a qualified marine surveyor, whose fee is nor-
mally paid by the proposer. The berth should be level or almost
level; it must not slope too acutely from the wharfside, particu-
larly if it is a mud berth because a vessel may slide or skid on
the berth; and the berth must be kept clear and the general up-
keep must be satisfactory. The underwriter needs to know how
often the levels of the berth are tested, and the tests should be
made by a competent surveyor. It must also be confirmed that
the berth is examined at reasonable intervals to make sure that
there are no obstructions to cause damage to a vessel when it
settles down. There must be nothing protruding from the face
of the wharf, since if there is, a vessel r.iay be held up while the
tide is falling or it may be pinned down during a rising tide.
A fixed premium for the risk is usually charged, depending
on the limit of indemnity required for any one accident.
JOINT POLICIES
Ordinarily, a third party policy is drawn to provide an indem-
nity to one party in respect of that party's liability at law for
accidents to the persons or property of third parties. In some
instances, however, as, for example, where work is performed
for a second party, an indemnity may be afforded in two or even
more names. The admission of more than one party to the pro-
tection afforded by the indemnity may not only result in more
claims falling to be dealt with under the policy, but in addition
may involve increased liability for the payment of legal and
other costs.
Public authorities, for example, may require a contractor to
effect a third party insurance in the joint names of the con-
tractor and the public authority. The intention is to ensure
that in the event of any claim arising out of the work being
made against the public authority that authority will, without
premium expenditure on its own account, have the benefit of
the protection of the contractor's policy. It is doubtful, how-

